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Issue Coordinator’s Report

NJ Cities Increasingly Honor the Paris Climate Agreement
By Steve Miller, Climate Issues Chair of our Jersey Shore Group (SteveMiller@Comcast.net)

The Feb 3 “NJ Mayors’ Climate Summit” was a rousing success!  It was sold-out: packed with 175 attendees, hosted by Rutgers Bloustein School of Planning & Public Policy, sponsored by many environmental organizations, and attended by mayors and town leaders.  Robert Kopp, one of Rutgers’ leading climate scientists, began with data on the continuing exponential rise of greenhouse gas levels, earth temperatures and sea levels, and more severe storms and droughts.  
Jeanne Herb, Rutgers’ Associate Director of Environmental Analysis and Communications, explained our two options: adapt our surroundings to reduce our vulnerability, or mitigate by reducing greenhouse gas emissions (or some of both).  Jeanne authored the 2017 Rutgers publication, “An Examination of Policy Options for Achieving Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions in New Jersey”- a vital input to New Jersey’s new Administration.  
Many of the mayors and state leaders offered examples of projects underway.  New Jersey’s new First Lady, Tammy Murphy, was met with great enthusiasm during a surprise visit and presentation.

Randy Solomon, Executive Director of Sustainable Jersey, noted that cities are increasingly addressing climate change. At least 49 NJ municipalities have committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, through the current Sierra Club campaign as well as campaigns from at least five other environmental organizations.  Details: http://climate.smiller.org/clean-energy-city.xls.
Sustainable Jersey offered a collection of “Actions” under the title “Gold Star Standard in Energy.”  So far, 12 mayors have committed to that program.  Their goals include switching the entire municipality to 100% renewable electricity and electrifying all vehicles.  

Judging by the Summit’s enthusiasm, many more NJ cities will soon be joining thousands of other U.S. cities, counties, states, & businesses that are fulfilling the “Paris” commitment made by former President Obama and reneged on by President Trump.
SIERRA CLUB MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO HELP:

ASK YOUR MAYOR to sign the Club’s “Ready for 100” pledge for 100% renewable energy (https://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100/mayors-for-clean-energy), and also to sign SustainableJersey’s pledge for the “Gold Star Standard in Energy” (http://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Events_and_Trainings/Mayors_Climate_Summit/NJ_Mayors_Pledge.pdf)
CONTACT YOUR MUNICIPALITY’S GREEN TEAM & ask them to pursue adoption of Sustainable Jersey Gold Star Energy Actions in your town.

ENCOURAGE EVERYONE IN YOUR TOWN (residents, businesses, leaders), individually and collectively, to switch to 100% renewable electricity.  (See http://electric.smiller.org.)
Don’t know your Green Team leader or mayor?  Open: http://SustainableJersey.com, find your town, and “view profile”; look up your mayor on your town’s website.
Need further information or help?  Please contact me!
