
2/12/2020 (DRAFT) notes, Middletown for Clean Energy meets with Mayor Tony Perry  v2
Attendees: Liz Spellman Dean, Woody Ross, Bob Erickson, Steve/Pat Miller (John Luard had to leave before meeting began) 
TODAY’S TOPIC: MIDDLETOWN ENERGY PLAN (draft 1/31/2020)  - how carry forward and implement
(distributed 1/31/2020 to Sanyogita Chavan,  Members of Middletown Township Committee and Green Team

Presenters:

· Steve Miller: The Middletown Energy Plan was created in response to Mayor Perry’s request for a long-term plan for all facets of Middletown.  The Middletown Energy Plan is proposed for integration into the Middletown Master Plan.
· Bob Erickson, lead author of Middletown Energy Plan: 
Ten actions, with greatest GHG reductions in Middletown, achieved by 2030 are shown in Chart1
Size of each pie chart slice is the estimated GHG reduction by 2030,  tabulated in the right column.  Residential energy aggregation offers by far the largest potential near term reduction, in Middletown annual carbon emissions, e.g. 81,000 tons per year, when 100% clean energy obtained, by 2030, in electricity contracts
· Pat Miller: Gold Star in Energy “Going for Gold” requires that the Municipal Operations show at least 10.8% reduction in GHG emissions over a 3 year interval.  In addition, 
six of the seven Sustainable Jersey Gold Energy Star Community Actions, must be completed 
These 7 Actions, shown overlaid on Chart1, include step-by-step instructions to reduce GHG.

Notes from discussions:
“Going for Gold” was a recurring statement (at beginning and at end of Mayor Perry’s commentary). He stated that he has “hated 2nd place“ since childhood, and will apply this principle for “Going to Gold”.  He also mentioned, with pride, the present “Mt Everest of Styrofoam” that is being collected for recycling.  Mayor Perry said he planned a meeting to discuss next steps with Amy Sarrinikolaou.
Mayor’s Commitments:

· Commit to getting to 100% clean energy by 2050 “as close as humanly possible”  .  He will use Middletown’s communication channels to highlight each and every Middletown accomplishment to increase use of renewable energy.

· Commit to “Going for Gold”.  We already have data for the baseline carbon footprint for municipal operations, and have begun energy efficiency for homes and business.
· Commit to “Green” Infrastructure requirements (in some form) for all permits for construction (new or renovation) in Master Plan

· Commit to incorporating Energy Plan (in some form) into updated Master Plan via in-house processes.

“Green” is presently in effect: Middletown requires any permit applicant to incorporate “Green” into the plan   Examples: 

· Shoprite, moving into the old Sears property (in the next year or so), will “knock down 10K sq feet of structure, and is required to include a “lot” of rain gardens into the parking lot

· Campbells Junction Veterans Housing will also have Green infrastructure.

· The train station will initially have 5 EV chargers and up to 15 maximum EV charging stations, all powered by the new solar canopy over the entire “permit” parking lot. (This solar installation will cost Middletown nothing; the resulting electricity will reduce electricity utility costs for all served Middletown buildings.   The authorizing resolution will soon be voted upon by the Township Committee.  Solar cover over the paid parking (opposite side of Middletown-Lincroft Rd) was rejected; solar is not suitable because this area is designated “Historical District”.
· Additional charging stations will be located at Kane’s Lane and the (to be built) Municipal complex.
· The train station community solar project will provide electricity for:

· The Train Station daily ticket machines 
· Middletown’s Senior Housing buildings, including Luftman, Pavilion, and buildings managed by Middletown Housing: Daniel Towers, Tomaso Plaza, to-be-constructed Veterans low income housing;…

· Other Middletown Municipal buildings: Performing Arts Center, …
· Electrical Aggregation: 
· Mayor cited New Brunswick (70% stayed on; 30% opted out); 
[SGM: need more clarification: New Brunswick has two offerings: 100% renewable with 5% savings and 50% renewable with 10% savings)  
· At Feb 6 Green Team meeting, Tony Mercantante mentioned Essex Hub regional renewable aggregation data: 20% opt out (including the businesses) 

· Has an energy consultant for both municipality aggregation and residential aggregation

Direct DC Charging Stations  The mayor commented that EV fast charging stations will be powered by Diesel Generators  [SGM reason: thousands of amps are required to charge EVs via the Direct DC charging ports; the local grid in many cases cannot handle this extreme load.  An alternative that has been considered: install a large battery – so that the normal-sized local utility power lines can continuously charge  the battery 24X7; the battery is sized to handle multiple cars with intermittent “Direct DC” charging as needed.

NJNG PIPELINES Liz Spellman, resident of all-electric Shadow Lake Village, asked if Middletown could ban NJNG from installing pipeline.  The Mayor said he would be prohibited from such a resolution.  He further commented that he did not want to deceive people - that natural gas is cheap compared to electricity. [Bob Erickson and Steve Miller have independently calculated space heating costs.  At current pricing, electricity for a heat pump is 19% to 28% more expensive than gas for a furnace.  A 10% gas increase is expected within a year.  At that time, electric space heating cost may be 9% to 18% higher cost than gas for space heating]
EVs  Bob Erickson asked for EVs to be considered for Middletown’s fleet.   Hybrids may also represent a transitional action for Middletown fleet, e.g. hybrid police vehicles may be considered as an interim measure
-  Deployment of the Middletown fleet may consider how the vehicles are used, e.g. idling police vehicles used for traffic control are contributing constant carbon emissions whereas EVs could stop carbon emissions in situations where gasoline fueled vehicles are not needed.  The Mayor pointed out that older police cars are typically deployed for traffic control. 

The  Mayor said Middletown is indeed looking at EVs.  Middletown joined a coop for purchases; however, he is waiting for EVs to be placed on the state contract for the more discounted vehicle prices..  He plans to write (and suggests WE ALSO write to the Dept of Treasury, Division of Purchase and Property and copy Gov Murphy, to add EVs to NJ state purchase  [SGM: I immediately completed and sent online post: mailto: NJCooperative.purchasing@treas.nj.gov   If these letters don’t elicit a response, I propose a letter during Sierra Club’s Monmouth County March 23 “Science Monday”.  Typically 40 letters will be written by attendees.. [SGM NOTE: a short list of EV cars-(were these on state contracts?) - was shown at a previous Sustainable Jersey conference; we are tracking down this list]
Celebrations –Earth Day possibility was briefly discussed.   Mayor Perry suggested the May 2, 2020 car show sponsored by Poricy Park Conservancy would be an ideal spot to show EVs.  This EV show would meet one requirement for Sustainable Jersey “Make your City EV Friendly”.  Steve volunteered to contact Elaine Hinkley, Conservancy Chair.  [subsequent info: This is the 6th annual Poricy Park Conservancy Antique Car Show.  Steve is arranging to discuss with Elaine.].  The Mayor commented Amy was Middletown’s Poricy Park representative until 2019 year-end., 

BPU ENERGY GRANT  Mayor Perry requests a copy of the BPU Energy Grant– [SGM can send current BPU announcements.  Does Amy have a suitable grant proposal from Sept 11?   A grant would be very useful to meet requirements for extensive outreach and partnering.  (Steve’s idea of using a consultant for helping integrate into the Master Plan will not fly.  Mayor Perry emphasized that Sanyogita Chavan plans to implement the Master Plan revision “in house” and not use external consulting.)
REMAINING QUESTIONS
At this point, the meeting was adjourned; when Maureen reminded the Mayor we had spent 30 minutes and others were waiting.   (We did not have time to go thru the remaining questions on the original script).
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7 Green Team Actions
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Q electric all homes saves 81,000 tons)

mElectric Vehicle - Passenger (25% saves
55,000 tons)

\ ctrification of Residential and
g@ Commercial Space Heating (25% saves
32,800 tons)

mResidential and Commercial Non-Electric
Energy Efficiency (10% saves 14,600 tons)

mResidential and Commercial Solar (10%
more homes; 300K SQFT facility; together
saves 10100 tons)

“Electric Vehicle — Light Commercial and
Local Transit (25% light commercialEV & 5
EV busroutes saves 6,700 tons)

m Middletown Township, Private and County
Schools (more solar, EV bus, & 25%
heating electrification saves 5,000 tons)

= %a ity Solar (first SMW saves 3,000
S

mPrevent Electricto Gas Conversions (900+
units avoids 2,400 tons)

= Municipal Operations (municipal
Renewable Government Energy
Aggregation, municipal EV fleet, & space
heating electrification, saves 1900 tons)
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